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CHIEF KENAHAN: Today's date is January 
21st, 2002. The time is 1:48 p.m. This is 
Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the Safety 
Battalion of the Fire Department of the City 
of New York. I'm conducting an interview 
with Firefighter Mike Byrne from -- 

What company? 

FIREFIGHTER BYRNE: Engine 21. 

CHIEF KENAHAN: -- Engine 21 in the 
quarters of -- 

FIREFIGHTER BYRNE: Engine 16. 

CHIEF KENAHAN: -- Engine 16. 

Q. Mike, just tell us the events as you 
recall them from September 11th. 

A. We got the ticket after the second 
plane hit. We went down and parked on Church and 
Vesey off from the north tower under that 
pedestrian walkway. We went into the tower, we 
were in the lobby a couple minutes. There was 
only one chief there. We really had no direction 
what to do. 

Captain Burke decided we would either 

go up on our own or wait for someone. We went 


up, started our way up. We went to the bank of 
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elevators. We pulled a lady out of the bank, one 
of the banks. We used a rabbit tool. Most of 
the banks were blown off. The doors were charred 
and dismembered, some of them. 

Like I said, we were in the lobby for a 
while. There were jumpers, a lot of jumpers. A 
lot of companies coming in and out. 

We decided to take an elevator up. 13 
Truck took us up. I'm assuming it was a low 
riser. It was one of the only elevators that 
were clear, and it looked like it was working. 

13 took us up to -- first they took a couple guys 
from my company up. Then I went up with another 
guy, came back down and got us, went up to the 
24th floor. The whole company was there. 

We walked up three more flights to the 
27th floor. I don't Know the time we were up 
there for, but however long we were up there, 
that's when the other building came down. We 
didn't know it at the time. The whole building 
shook. We hit the floor. Guys were saying, "Pop 
the door. Pop the door. Pop the door." It 
stopped. No smoke, no nothing. We thought 


something was coming down the hallway, maybe. 
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Again, I don't Know the time frame from 
that time that elapsed. We got a report maybe 
69th floor, 64th floor, partial collapse. After 
that -- there was one chief, I believe, up there. 
I'm not sure. He told us to start our way down, 
make your way down, everybody out. 

Since I didn't hear that on the radio. 
I just heard it from -- start your way down. We 
were there with Captain Billy Burke, who we lost. 
We're like, "Let's go, Cap. We're all out." He 
said, "Start your way down. Make your way down. 
We'll all meet at the rig." Again, we're like 
let's go. He said, "Start your way down. We'll 
all meet at the rig." 

I had a radio. We started our way down 
I believe it was the B staircase. I'm not sure. 
It could have been A. I talked to him three 
times on the way down, once in the stairwell, 
once on the 19th floor as we were switching over 
from the B to the A or the A to the B. Again, 
I'm not sure. I spoke to him once in the lobby. 

It was the same thing all the time, 
meet at the rig, meet at the rig. 


Q. Did he say he was on his way down? 
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A. I didn't even get that, no. We still 
had no idea the other building came down. 

On the way down, like you said, people 
we saw, we saw guys from 8 Engine. These guys 
from my battalion that I knew. I saw them on the 
8th floor. I saw guys, like you said, you want 
to know guys names that were coming in. I saw 
guys coming in there. 

Q. That were lost? 

A. I saw a guy from this house, 

Lieutenant -- I forget his name. It's on the 
wall. 

Yeah, we got out into the street. It 
was clear. I didn't even know what happened 
until I was in the street about a minute. We 
were walking north. 

Q. You were on West Street? 

A. We went north on West over the 
overpass. There were thee of us now walked out. 
We walked out with 65 Engine we were just looking 
around. I was basically dazed, what the hell 
happened, what the hell happened, what the hell 
happened. Did the building come down? As you're 


saying that, the other one started coming down. 
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I just ran up West Street, still going 
north. Other guys from my company ran across the 
street. You ran and it caught up to you, hit the 
floor and just waited and covered with shit. 

That's about it. 

Q. You can't remember anybody else whose 
name that you saw in the building that's missing; 
right? 

A. Rob Parro. They found his body. He 
was with Freddie Ill. Three guys in the lobby, 
Denis Germain, Dennis Mulligan and George 
Dipasquale, all from 2 Truck. I saw them in the 
lobby. 

One of our guys, as we were walking 
down the stairs, went back to get the captain 
again, and he started helping a guy from 13 
Truck, the only guy from 13 Truck that made it 
out. They carried a civilian down. 

Those guys from 13 took us up. I 
remember seeing 44 Engine in the lobby. I guess 
they came together. It could have been 22. I 
saw -- I forget his name, Lieutenant -- 

Q. Have they found his body? 


A. No, I'm trying to think of it. I'm 
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sorry. 

Q. That's okay. 

A. He's on the wall there too. Kenny 
Phelan. That's the lieutenant. I saw him in the 
lobby. He was covering for a day. He just got 
made. 

Q. Okay. If that's it, thank you, Mike. 

CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 1:54, 


and this concludes the interview. 


